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The Kota once used reliquary guardian figures 
(mbulu ngulu) to protect and demarcate the 
revered bones of family ancestors. The bones 
were preserved in containers made of bark 
or basketry. The mbulu ngulu stood atop this 
bundle,  bound to i t at the f igure’s  lozenge-
shaped base. It is  thought that the f igurative 
form of the  mbulu  ngu lu  was  in tended to 
reinforce and communicate the rel iquary’s 
intense power.  Kota mbulu ngulu are unique 
a m o n g  A f r i ca n  s c u l p t u ra l  f o r m s  i n  t h e i r 
combinat ion of wood and hammered metal .

• Culture:  Kota People
• Geography:  Gabon
• Circa:  19th c
• Weight:  12LBS
• Materials :  Wood, Metal

• SKT0002............................8”W x 18”H x 3.5”D
• SKT0003............................9.5”W x 21”H x 3”D

• SKT0002. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .00905
• SKT0003. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .00306

M b u l u  N g u l u K o ta  R E l i q u a r y  G u a r d -

SKT0002, SKT0003


