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B r o n z e  R o o s t e r B e n i n

d e S c r i p t i o n

L I S T  p r i c i n g

D E TA I L S
• Culture:  Benin
• Geography:  Benin
• Circa:  19th Century
• Size:  12”W x 29”H x 15”D
• Weight:  Approximately 20LBS
• Material :  Bronze
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SBZ0010

Brass roosters are placed on ancestral altars 
commemorating the queen mothers of Benin. 
They stand for fowl and other animals that 
are sacri f iced during r i tuals  honoring royal 
ancestors .  These expl ic i t ly male creatures 
acknowledge that the queen mother is different 
from other women and shares many powers 
and priv i leges with men. In depict ing these 
birds,  Benin brass casters indulge their love 
of dense overal l  patterns.  Although styl ized, 
t h e s e  i n c i s e d  d e s i g n s  d e f t l y  s u g g e s t  t h e 
roos ter ’s  showy p lumage,  sca ly legs ,  and 
dimpled comb.


