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C i · wa r a  H e a d d r e s s B a m a n a  P e o p l e

d e S c r i p t i o n

L I S T  p r i c i n g

D E TA I L S
• Culture:  Bamana People
• Geography:  Mal i ,  Segou region
• Circa:  19th–20th century
• Size:  5”W x 51”H x 1 1 .5”D
• Weight:  Approximately 5LBS
• Materials :  Wood, F ibers,  Hair,  Leather
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 “Ci wara” headdresses from Mali are among 
the most widely known and admired of al l 
Af r ican ar t  forms and the i r character i s t i c 
elegant abstraction is valued both in Bamana 
soc ie ty and  the  Wes t .  The  te rm “c i  wara” 
encompasses  severa l  d i s t i nc t  bu t  re la ted 
performative genres. Among the Bamana, the 
invention of agriculture and the understanding 
of earth, animals, and plants were at one time 
attr ibuted to a mythical  culture hero named 
Ci Wara. In the nineteenth and early twentieth 
century,  th is  knowledge was shared among 
members of a men’s agricultural association, 
a l so  ca l led  “c i  wara”.  Ceremon ia l  dances 
performed by “c i  wara” members celebrate 
the ski l ls  of successful  farmers as well  as the 
benevolence of Ci  Wara’s gif t of agriculture 
to humanity.  The outstanding feature of “c i 
wara” dances was the performance of a pair 
of gracefully designed, sculpted headdresses 
in the form of antelopes.


