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DESCRIPTION

“Ci wara” headdresses from Mali are among
the most widely known and admired of all
African art forms and their characteristic
elegant abstraction is valued both in Bamana
society and the West. The term “ci wara”
encompasses several distinct but related
performative genres. Among the Bamana, the
invention of agriculture and the understanding
of earth, animals, and plants were at one time
attributed to a mythical culture hero named
Ci Wara. In the nineteenth and early twentieth
century, this knowledge was shared among
members of a men’s agricultural association,
also called “ci wara”. Ceremonial dances
performed by “ci wara” members celebrate
the skills of successful farmers as well as the
benevolence of Ci Wara’s gift of agriculture
to humanity. The outstanding feature of “ci
wara” dances was the performance of a pair
of gracefully designed, sculpted headdresses
in the form of antelopes.

DETAILS

e Culture: Bamana People

e« Geography: Mali, Segou region

e Circa: 19th-20th century

e Size: 5"W x 51"H x 11.5"D

« Weight: Approximately 5LBS

« Materials: Wood, Fibers, Hair, Leather
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